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The correspondent of the Occident 
labors hard to prove to himself and 
others, that the Stone containing the 
sculptured Moses, around whom were 
written the Ten Commandments in the 
holy tongue and primitive Hebrew 
character, was a Terapbim or talisman 
which he supposes they consulted, as 
ancient Laban did his gods But this 

is all conjecture. The Nephites, in the 
of their righteousness, inquired of 
the Lord, through their ets and 
Beers, the same as the tw ve tribes 
‘did in the land of their fathers. By 
divine commandment. they left Jeru- 
salem. By visions, and revelations, 
and prophecies, and miraculous mani- 
festations, they were guided through- 
out their journeyings, both by Tand 
and water. And after orrivying on the 
coast of Chili, they were still se iver 


by revelations, as direct.aa those 


to the former Prophets of Tsrael., 
revelationa were recorded, both aoe 
metallic Plates and other m 
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Prophets ; they offered their sacrifices 
and burnt offerings, and were as strict 
in all the ceremonies and rites of the 
law of Moses, as the ancient Jews at 
Jerusalem. They had their sacred 
breast-plate, Urim and Thummim, and 
living oracles,—their Priesthood, after 
the order of Melchisedek,—their an- 
ointed kings,—their Prophets, fore- 
telling the future,—their Seers, be- 
* holding the wonders of eternity, —their 
inspired Patriarchs, blessing their 
children and the nation,—their sacred 
Records, to be revealed, in the last 
days, for the redemption of Israel,— 
their splendid miracles and pillar of 
fire. They also had the ministering of 
angels, aud the voice of Jehovah ; and 
what is ter than all, they had the 

rsonal ministry of their resurrected 

essiah, who descended from heaven 
in their presence, and taught them for 
several days. As the great Shepherd 
and Stone ef Israel, he literally led 
*€ Joseph as a flock.” 

Moreover, did the twelve tribes 
have a land of promise? So did the 
remnant of Joseph. Did Abraham 
and Isaac obtain the little country of 
Palestine and its immediate surround- 
ings, for the inheritance of their seed ? 
Se did the Patriarch Israel : yes, more 
—his blessings ‘‘ prevailed above that 
of his progenitors :” Canaan was too 
small; ‘“‘the utmost bounds of the 
everlasting hills” were also given to 
him. America—the half of a world, 
was bequeathed to the princely Patri- 
arch! Who among his noble sons 
was worthy of this immense landed 
inheritance—these inexhaustible riches 
of the ancient mountains—these ‘‘ ut- 
most bounds” of almost another world? 
The Patriarch answers :—‘‘ They 
shall on the head of Joseph, and 
on the crown of the head of him that 
was separate from his brethren.” Oh, 
Joseph ! thou favored son of Israel ! 
thy portion in connection with the 
twelve tribes in Palestine was not 
enough ! thine inheritance was to be 
overspread “‘ with a multitude of na- 

ou didst supplant Reuben 

the born of Israel, enter inte 
vast ns—into the rights of 
the est heir! As “a fruitful 
at thy ‘branches run over the 
> they stretched out over the 


sea ; thine were the “blessings of 
deep that lieth under,” (or the ag 
the antipodes of Palestine.) a 
arms of thine hands were made 
by the hands of the mighty God a 
Jacob.” He it was who blessed “‘ thee 
with the blessings of heaven above,” 
and poured down without m 
“the precious things of heaven,” 
which were written upon enduri 
tablets of metal, to help fill the 
with the knowledge of God, as. the 
waters fill the bosom of the great 
ow & Well did Moses, the man of 
, bless thy land above that of ev 
other tribe. While Palestine yielded 
only the uctions of a temperate 
zone, thy was to bring forth “ the 
recious things of the earth and the 
ulness thereof ;” that is, it was to 
produce the luxuries of all clima 
whether in the temperate or to 
zones. But let us have it in the pro- 
phetic words of Moses himself :— 

** And of Joseph he said, Blessed of 
the Lord be his land, for the precious 
things of heaven, for the dew, and 
for the deep that coucheth beneath.” 
This must have reference to the Pa- 
cific ocean a little west of Chili, the 


landing place of the Nephites ; for this. 


is the only deep which is directly be- 
neath Palestine; and this too is the 
only ‘‘deep that coucheth beneath,” 
on which the Josephites had extensive 
shipping. It was on the western coast 
of their promised land that the sons of 
Joseph navigated their ships, 

spread their sails to the pacific breezes 
of that mild ocean. But we return to 


the further blessings of Moses :— 
Blessed, ‘‘for the precious fruits 


brought forth by the sun, and for the 


and for the chief things of the an 
mountains, and for the precious 


precious thi ut forth by the erie § 


of the lasting hills, ‘and for the pre- 


cious things ef the earth and fulness 
thereof, and for the good will of him 


that dwelt in the bush, let the agg 
come upon the head of Joseph, 


upon the top of the head of him that 


was separated from his 


brethren. 
(Deuteronomy 33: 13—16.) “The 


ancient mountains” has reference to 
the mountains of the Western hemi- 

ere, where the ancient sens of @ , 
of the antediluvian race resided; 


where Enoch founded ancient Zion + 


re 


snd where Noah boilt his ancient ark. 
The land, blessed by the Patriarchs of 
the old antediluvian world, becomes 
the promised land—the Eden of the 
wns of Joseph. ‘* His glory is like 
the firstling of his bullock,” or as the 
of the first born of Israel. ‘‘His 
are like the horns of unicorns : 
vith them he shall push the people 
together to the ends of the earth : and 
they are the ten thousands of Ephraim, 
and they are the thousands of Manas- 
wh.” (verse 17.) This prediction re- 
fers to the great work which the horns 
of Joseph will perform in pushing the 
righteous together, not to Palestine, 
but “‘to the ends of the sarth,” or to 
their own promised land, which is, 
indeed, ‘‘to the ends of the earth” 
from where Moses uttered the _— 
phecy. ‘‘The ten thousands of Eph- 

are 


rim,” which, as Hosea predicts, 

“mixed among the nations,” will be- 
come ‘‘the Lord’s first born,” in the 
t latter-day dis tion. Their 
eage being revealed by the ever- 
lasting covenant, through the revela- 
tions of the Spirit, God will send them 
forth to all nations, that they may 
fulfil their high destiny, first among 
the Gentiles, and then among the 


Jews | 
about the great redemp- 


In bringing 
tion of Zion and Jerusalem, Ephraim 
need not envy Judah, and Judah need 
not vex Ephraim. Both have their 
promised lands, and both have their 
predicted work to perform. The Jews 
vill rebuild Old Jerusalem ; Ephraim 
and Manasseh will build the New 
Jerusalem. The Zion of the Old 
Jerusalem will occupy its former place; 
the Zion of the New Jerusalem will be 
located in a place ‘‘ Sought Out,” and 


will be ‘‘a city not forsaken,” as the 
Eastern Zion been. The Jews 
will build a t temple, and their 


Messiah will descend upon the mount 
of Olives, and in mye will pass 
through the Bast gate of that glorious 
edifice, and will enter the temple and 
seat himself upon his throne, and fill 
the house with his glory. But a 
temple will also be built in the New 
Jerusalem, unto the sons of Joseph, 
into which the Messiah will enter in 
all his glory, long before he favors the 


Jews with 
The ten tr will come from the 
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‘north countries, where they have 
hid up for ages, an 


of mountain ice ; but will not: 
turn to J they 
visited Joseph’s Jand, and 
their i under the hands of 

Lord’s “ first’ born.” aft 

pain and severe afflictions of 

are past, the ten tribes will joim themy 


land of their fathers, and with Judah 
| will come under one ing, and ** they 
nations; neither 
divided into two kingdoms 
more at all.” In those ‘the 


heritage of J 
the land of the 
seek its ancient home in the» polar 
land assume the 


the days of 


for sixteen centuries, toge 


peo embracing the doings of a grant 
peopie, 
with the revelations of 


elations, Bibles on 
Sacred Archives of 
Jerusalems will be 


the Old 
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light and trath to eae 

umes eternity 
the Books of Barth will Be 
united with the sacred Books ef 


< 
and receive their imberitahos: im}: 
nd of the ancient mountaims—the 
position it occupied before 
Joseph’s Bible, united with Judah’, 
will, indeed, accomplish wonders. The = 
Bible of the ten tribes, em ae 
their sacred history and» np 
revelations and hecies from thé 
time they p shod into the ~~ 
polar regions, until they return on the = = 
great highway which will be throwm © ~~ 
up for them in the midst of the grea ~ == 
will be a volume of wondemj 
swelling the present canon of ie 
ture to an immense size, Toallihg 
will be added the old JarediteSarim 
rat 
of their Prophets, whose sacred metals 
Books are yet to come forth toinenesia 
the knowledge of God men: 
Revelations will be multiplic Ret 
filled | 
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In the midst of this overwhelming 
light, what will be thought of those 
r ignorant creatures, called modern 
divines, who have been contending for 
generations that the canon of Scrip- 
ture is full, that there will be no more 
Prophets—no more revelations —no 
more Bible—we have enough? The 
very thought of such heaven-daring 
assertions, is enough to make one 
shudder, and to cause poor humanity 
to blush with shame, for the apostacy 
and ignorance of our fallen race. 
Notwithstanding the vast accumu- 
lations of evidence, proving the Jew- 
ish origin of the American Indians, 
yet the enlightened Jew has an aver- 
sion to claim in them a brotherhood. 
He contemplates them sunk down into 
the very depths of degradation and 
savage life, weltering apparently under 
the withering curse of Jehovah, with 
knowledge but little in advance of the 
brute beast, with a dirty copper 
colored exterior, rendered still more 
frightful by horrid daubs of paint and 
clay. Can it be possible, exclaims the 
Jew, that these low and degraded 
specimens of humanity are my kind- 
red? Can they be tae seed of Israel— 
the chosen seed? If so, whence then 
this skin of blackness—this blighting 
curse—this ferocious Lis- 
ten! Oh, Judah, and hear the sad 
and mournful history of Joseph, thy 


brother ; it is the history from the | 


Gold Plates of Cumorah’s hill ; it is 
. the voice of the dead, speaking from 
their ancient tombs; it is the voice of 
Prophets whose speech is low ont of 
the ground, and whispers mourufully 
from the dust. Listen to the words 
of Nephi :— 

** Wherefore, the word of the Lord 
was fulfilled which he spake unto me, 
saying: That inasmuch as they will 
not hearken unte thy words, they shall 
be cut off from the nee of the 
Lord. And behold, they were cut off 
from his presence. And he had caused 


the cursing to come u them, yea, 
even @ sore ing, use of their 
imiguity. For , they had hard- 
ened their hearts imst. him, that 
they had become like unto a flint; 
smherefore, as they were white, and 
they might not be enticing unto my 
the Lerd God did cause a akin 
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of blackness to come tpon them, A 
thus saith the Lord Qed, I will sam 
that they shall be loathsome unto thy 
people, save they shall repent of their 
— And cursed shall be the 

of him that mixeth with their 
seed ; for they shall be cursed even 
with the same cursing. And the Lord 
spake it, and it was done. And be- 
cause of their cursing which was upon 
them, they did become an idle people, 
full of mischief and subtlety, and did 
seek in the wilderness for beasts of 
prey. And the Lord God said unto 
me, they shall be a scourge unto thy 
seed, to stir them up in remembrance 
of me ; and inasmuch as they will not 
remember me, and hearken unto my 
words, they shall scourge them even 
(Book of Mormon, 
p. 66. 

The people who were thus cursed were 
called Lamanites, being the descendants 
of Laman and Lemuel, who were the 
brothers of Nephi, and also the des- 
cendants of two or three other families 
who came with them, to their pro 
mised lJand. Nine hundred and fifty- 
four years, after the above extract was 
written, the Nephites were destroyed 
by the Lamanites; sinc: which time 
the latter have continueu to dwindle, 
during the long period of fourteen 
centuries and upwards. And now 
their sacred tablets come forth, virta- 
ally saying, 1 am Joseph, doth my 
brother Judah still live} And one 
branch of them can say, I am of the 
Royal lineage of David, doth his 
throne still survive? While I write 
these last sentences, my heart swells 
with emotions of sorrow, and my ey 
are a fountain of tears. I weep over 
the calamities of Israel, and my soul 
mourns over the long-continued afflic 
tions of the chosen seed. en, Oh 
when, shall the sorrows of Israel 
cease! O Lord our God, “ Wilt thou 
be angry with us for ever! wilt thou 
draw out thine anger to all generi 
wilt thon not revive 

t thy people may rejoice in tie 
I will hear what God: the Lord will 
speak.” * * * ‘*Trath shell spring 
out of the earth, and. righteonane® 
shall look down from heaveo.” 
85.) thati-day the 
hear the words of the Book.” *. 
“ And Jacob shall no longer be made 


| 


@ 
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ashamed, neither shall his face wax 
pale.” (Isaiah 29.) . | 
in my heart is comforted ; for 
in fulfilment of ancient promises, the 
earth has opened, and brought forth 
salvation ; the skies pour down righte- 
ousness: the long promised Book is 
revealed : glad tidings for Israel have 
sprung out of the earth, proclaiming 
redemption and everlasti lory to 
the seed of Jacob : The of Joseph 
willsoon begin to flourish and blossom 
as the rose: Judah will arise, and 
seek their ancient home : Israel in the 
north will remember the premised 


shall flow tnto and theit 


peace and comfort to Jacob.” ‘Let 
the scattered remnants, who long 
the redemption of Zion, know assuree 
that the God of their fathers hat 
membered the new. and everlast® 
covenant, and revealed the same, nc 
upon tablets of stone, but of gold; um 
dimmed by time, significant of 


good things upon the mountains, bills, | everlasting duration of the covenant.” 

and vales of their ancestors ; and they | | ote 
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There are some people who are coen- | assailed, and thereby become an 


stantly putting off till to-morrow things 
which should and ought to be done 
to-day ; this is found to be the case 
even among the Saints, for they have 
not as yet reached perfection : hence, 
they are often found giving way to a 
spirit and feeling of indolence and 
neglect, in r to their every-day 
duties. We find it recorded in sacred 
history, that the Apostle Paul had 
occasion, from time to time, to stir up 
the minds of the Saints who were 
placed under his care, to a sense of 
their duties and obligations to God ; 
for they, like ns, were prone to be, at 
times, slack concerning their duties. 
So long as we are here in this state of 
robation and trial, we are open and 
lable to be led astray, if we do not 
live and act up to our duties and call- 
ings. Procrastination may with pro- 
priety be said, to be the thief of time, 
and if we do not keep awake, but per- 
mit ourselves te be led astray by its 
evil aud seducing influences, it, will 
eventually rob us of our time, our 
Soportansaies, and blessings. It then 
beboves the Saints to be constantly on 
their guard, and never, for one mo- 
ment, to so far forget themselves, as 


to lay aside their armor, lest, in an’ 
unguarded moment, they be suddenly 


prey to the enemy of their soula, P, 
not off till to-morrow, what ought & 
be done to-day ; for we know not w 
a day or an hour may mage | 
The Scriptures say, to-day, i ye wi 
hear his voice, harden not your | 

for now is the accepted time, beh 

now is the day of salvation, 

try to exonerate themselves from | 
blame for neglect of present duti ; 
by forcing upon themselves the belie, 
that some other time in the fnture 
will do just as well as the presents 
but in this they deceive themselves: 
we will do thus and 80, an 
will attend to this duty, and keep 
and such laws, when. we get home 
Zion : but why not observe them now 
right here: we must live im theft 
and practice of the here, 
well as there, and now a8 well as | 
if we do not, we shall find ourselves — 
destitute of the Spirit of God and the 
blessings of heaven. It is & mistaken 
idea in some, to think 
a few thousand miles of travel 3 
have the effect of entirely ¢hi a 
their nature, and di 
they wi reby gain a knowl 2 a 
experience which they were. 
possession of before, in to 


— 


q 
Bo 
shall sorrow no more at all; but Wim 
Judah, “they shall seek ‘the “Lam 
i d and David their  — 
their God an vid their ” mg 
Blessed be the Lord God of Tsragi, 
who bath sent his angel with words’ ¢ 
| 
| 
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velling both by sea and land, but their 
disposition and tendencies will not be 
materially affected thereby; hence, 
when they have got eat the jour- 
mney, and have time to look around, 
they find that they are precisely the 
same kind of persons which they were 
— to commencing the journey. 

t becomes our duty, and is our privi- 
lege as Saints of God, to live our re- 
ligion from hour to hour, and from 
day to day; our eternal salvation de- 
pends on it, and inasmuch as we do 
this, we need not feel troubled about 
our salvation in the fnture ; for that 
will be secured to us, because we thus 
are saved from day to day. When we 
are counselled to do a thing to-day, 
let us not put it off till what to us 
may seem a more convenient season, 
peradventure such season may never 
come. History does not furnish us 
with any proof that the season referred 
to ever came, in the case of Felix the 
Roman governor, who, when he was 
convinced by the reasoning of the 
Apostle Paul, that he was innocent of 
the crimes laid to his charge, stifled 
his conscience, and hardened his heart 
for the time being, saying to Paul, go 
thy way for this time ; when I have a 
convenient season, I will call for thee. 
Had Noah, after he had been warned 
of God and commanded to build the 
ark, pursued such a course, putting off 
his task from day to day, he would 
never have accomplished it, and would, 
m consequence, have forfeited his sal- 
vation. 

It is very erroneous to suppose, as 
some do, that having become acquaint- 
ed with the first principles of the Gos- 
pel, they can sit down with folded 
arms and a contented mind, and look 
on with cool indifference, regardless as 
to their every-day duties; for the 
mere fact of having obeyed the first 
principles will save no person, be he 
whom or what he may ; nothing short 
of continuing faithful in keeping the 
commandments of God to the end, will 
bring about that happy result. After 
Obedience to the pel, our duties 
and responsibilities increase, instead 
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of becoming less. From those to 
whom much is given much will be re- 
quired ; hence, we can perceive that 
our responsibilities increase in pro- 
rtion to our knowledge, and the 
rd has said, through his servants, 
that according to the measure of light 
and knowledge which we receive from 
him shall we be judged, and by no 
other standard, for God is just. It is 
the duty of all who have come to a 
knowledge of the truth, to practice its 
precepts, not only when they get to 
Zion, but also while they remain here; 
and those who are not willing, or not 
prepared to keep the commandments 
of God here, are not prepared to do so 
there, nor in any other place where 
they. may happen to be. It is a 
lamentable fact, that there are those 
in the Church, at the present time, 
who have ample means in their posses- 
sion to emigrate to Zion, and yet they 
put it off, from time to time, perhaps 
little thinking what a fearful amount 
of;responsibility they thus incur. The 
word of the Lord to all is, Come out 
of her, my people, that ye partake not 
of her sins, and that ye receive not of 
her plagues. Then let us not trifle 
with God’s commands any longer ; for 
if we do, the Lord will be highly dis- 
leased with us, and will withdraw his 
oly Spirit from us, and we then will 
be left to ourselves, to grovel in the 
darkness of our minds, and be afflicted 
with the wicked and ungodly; and 
when we would fain be delivered, the 
way will be closed up against us, if we 
do not speedily repent. If, then, we 
have been neglectful in the past, let 
us in the future, by increasing our 
faith, und doubling our diligence, 
atone, in some measure, for our re- 
missness in the past. Let us ever be 
found in the path of duty, for that us 
the only one of safety, seeking for the 
aid and assistance of the holy Spirit, 
to enable us to work out our salvation 
from day to day, so that in the end, 
we may be counted worthy to be 
crowned with glory, immortality, and 
eternal lives. 


Pie who prorogues the honesty of to-day till to-morrow, will prorogue his to-morrow 
Faith in to-morrow, instead of Christ, is Satan’s nurse for man’s perdition. 
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along with those of Virgil and Homer, 


same Po 


‘cessive emperors, should be committed 


‘cient learning, which was not sanction- 


the charge of 


writing extant, are those discovered 
in Pompeii and Herculaneum. Next 
in order of antiquity to these, stand a 
Terence of the fourth century and a 
Virgil of the fifth, both on parchment, 
now in the Vatican. Hew happens it 
that, out of the multitude of manu- 
scripts in general circulation for several 
centuries later, not a single known 
original, and hardly one perfect copy, 
of an eminent classic author, haa sur- 
wived the dark ? The best solu- 
tion peo =, foun the 
war waged against learning w- 
ledge, by bigotry and ignorance, from 
the decline of civilization to its revival 
ornew birth. ‘The Romans,” sa 

the Jews, 8 isti an 

the philosophers ; the Jews burnt the 
books of Christians and the Pagans. 
The Christians burnt the books of the 
Pagans and the Jews.” Take for in- 


stance, the fate of Livy, of whom we/| E 


have only thirty-five books, and those 
incomplete, out of one hundred and 
forty. Independently of the long 
chapter of accidents common to all, he 
was honored the senseless enmity 
of Caligula, who ordered his works, 


to be cast out of all the libraries. 
Livy was afterwards treated much in 
the same fashion by Gregory the Great, 
who placed him in the Index. The 

pe (says Disraeli) ordered 
that the library of the Palatine Apollo, 
a treasury “f literature formed by suc- 


tothe flames. He issued this order 
‘under the notion of confining the 
attention of the clergy to the Holy 
Scriptures. From that time all an- 


ed by the authority of the Churc 
od by the authority ‘of the 


as profane in the opposition to sacred, 
This Pope is said to have burnt the 
works of Varro, the learned Romat, 
that Saint Austin might escape from 


indebted to Vurre for much of 


 ANOIENT WRITING... 
Moral and monumental not the only. loss. that 
apart, the oldest specimens of Roman | has been attri to. Pp ism. 


with the subj 


works “‘ to the greater glory of Gow 


< 


Cicero’s treatise De Gloria, 
in the fourteenth century, 

of who 
and it was lost. Two centuries 


A 


tents for his treatise, Y 
of which (to borrow a , 
rom the Critic) lie upon the surface,” 


Aretin 
© possessor 

copius on the War of the Goths, 
slated it into Latin, and passed for tha) 
author, until anothor copy turned p97) 
The Causeur relates a similar an 
of Angee 
te, who > treatise De 


believing himself the 


manuscript. 
he ran to 
and ransacked the stalls till beh 
covered the book from which a 
had been torn, 
De Offciis, whi ing very, little 
of his own, he published amongst his 


This was a bolder stroke for fame than 
that of an Irish bishop, atill living, 

who incorporated a. brother ine’ 
sermon ia his charge. iariem, 
however, was not esteemed so . 
an offence as it is at present, and our 


actual stores of thought ead, know- 3 


ledge have been enriched by it... Thus, 
Sulpicius Severus, the Christian 
lust, is believed to have copied Bis = 
account of the capture of Jerusalem. 
from. the lost. boeke of Tacitus./Hew 
little comparative value waa | 
for some time after the revival of] 
ters to the classic m ieces, 


great work, ‘The City of Ged.” This 


of 
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the Second Decade of Livy. Its fate | for his imperial namesake, after sup- 
was curious, although not perhaps | plying all the public libraries with his 
singular. Tho tutor of a Marquis de | works, orde ten fresh copies to be 
Ronville, playing at tennis near Sau- | executed annually ; yet thirty books 
‘mur, tend that his racket was made | were lost, and the manuscript of what 
with a leaf of old parchment containing | are saved escaped by a miracle; a single 
a fragment of this Decade. He hurried | copy in a state of rapid decomposition 
mains ; passed into rackets. estphalia.—The Edinburgh Review, 
‘Tacitus had a better chance than Livy; ; 
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 22, 1866. 


\/ TRUE CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR’S DAY. 


‘Onnisrmas, the 25th of December, will open upon us, on Tuesday next. This 
is’ great day among Christian nations. But what peculiar influence has been 
imparted to this day that it should occupy so conspicuous a prominence, above 
jother days? Was man created on Obristmas? Did Noah enter the ark on 
‘Ohristmas? Or what great event has transpired to make Christmas so memor- 
‘able? Listen, and I will inform you. /In the sixth century of our era, there 
‘lived a Romish monk, by the name of Dionysius Exiguus: he imagined that 
‘Christ was born on the 25th of December. This wild conjecture, without any 
substantial proof, was received by the Romish Church, and handed down, like 
many other foolish traditions, to the present day. Learned chronologists are 
-new fully convinced, that this monkish simpleton conceived the idea, and 
palmed the fabrication upon the world, entirely unsupported by evidence. 
Ohronologists have no certain data on which to ground a calculation, fixing 
‘the birth-day of our Redeemer. Wieseler, from approximative data, supposes 
it to have been about the 10th of January. Greswell, from similar data, 
believes it to have been the 5th of April. (See Smith’s Dic. vol. i, p. 1074.) 
” The day of the crucifixion is not so uncertain. Some chronologists assert 
‘that it transpired in March ; (See Arago’s Astronomy, vol. ii, p. 772 ;) but the 
great majority maintain that it took place on the day of the Passover, as 
‘deseribed by St. John, the Evangelist, which is said to have occurred on 
“Ffiday, the 6th of April, corresponding to the 14th of the old Jewish month 
“Abib, now called Nisan. (Smith’s Dic, vol. ii, p, 719 : also vol. i: p. 1067.) 
“The year of the Christian era is also a matter of dispute among chronologists. 
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The exact age of Christ, a the time of the: érucifizion, 
Book of Mormon. The Nephite Prophets had foretold that -the nigh Samus 
‘eeding the day on which Jesus should be born, should be without aay détlabema = 


birth-day of Christ, was chosen a’the first day, of thé first ‘month of the first 
‘year of their civilera. But the precise hour of the day on which 
the Lord’s declaration to Nephi, on page 483. therefore,” 
seven and one-half hours later than the Nephite time, owing tothe différeried? 
the longitude of the two locations, (See Book of Mormon, pp. 426, £52, 
‘Tt was also foretold by their Prophets that, during the time of the erg 


‘the rogks should. be rent, many mountains be thrown down, many le vel 


The Romish monk, Dionysius, in the sixth century after Christ,’ was — 
who proposed to date events and years from ‘the birth \Christ;' 
and many of his cotemporaries conjectured, from insufficient data, that SSB? 
years had elapsed from his birth ; but the supposition, like that of his assuuied 
Christmas, proved, in after centuries, to be incorrect, and that the birth of tie. 
Savior, was several years earlier, than he had erroneously asigned. ~ But’ Sa. 
alteration in the era could not well be accomplished, without producing 7 
incalculable amount of confusion, among dated documents which had been. 
accumulating for ceaturies, before the error of Dionysius was clearly detected :- 
therefore, the epithet ‘‘ Vulgar” was attached to our present era, to show that 
it is not reliable./ It is to be regretted, that the term Incorrect era ‘was tio 
chosen, instead of ‘* Vulgar era,” for, then, uneducated persons would hnve, ab 
once, known the real meaning of the adjective used: but as it is, there are bot 
comparatively ‘few who understand that the year, for ema A.D. ee 


an erroneous date, several years less than the true-era, iti a 
To show the discrepances among chronologists, we will give 
in relation to the year of the birth of Christ.* 
BIRTH OF CHRIST. | CHRONOLOGISTS. 
Lamy, Bengel, Anger, Wieseler, and Greswell. 


(If Christ was born 3 years earlier than the Vulgar era of Diiogypibes ~ pale 
culated by Baronius, Calvisias, Siskind, and Paulus, then our, presen} 
A.D. 1866, should in reality be A.D. 1869. There i certainly moch subabatigh 
evidence to prove that the Vulgar era, now in common use, is 3 YOReaee a 
little. 


Accordingly, when this great sign.was given, the 


born is not given : but it is certain from the Nephite Record, wae 
after six o’clock in the morning, which was the “to-morrow” 


have been after 1 o’clook in the afternoon, by the time at Jertinalem, wiien, 


whole of that continent should be terribly convulsed by 
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dicted ; and the exact date of the three hours of earthquakes was given, namely, 
‘fin the thirty and fourth year, in the first month, and in the fourth day of the 
month.” Thus we perceive that 33 full years had passed away, and also 3 full 
days of the 34th year, and the fourth day had commenced when he expired 
upon the cross. .(See p. 450.) A Jewish day commenced at 6 o’clock in the 
morning. eee at Jerusalem commenced at noon, and ended 3 hours 
after. With the Nephites just south-east of the Isthmus, this great event would 
be seven and one-half hours earlier than at Jerusalem, owing to their being 
seven and one-half hours west longitude from that city. With the Nephites it 
would be half past seven in the morning, when the three hours of earthquakes 
‘pubsided, and when the darkness commenced, and therefore the death of Jesus 
|mon have been one hour and one-half after the commencement of the fourth 
/ day of his 34th year. \The three days and three nights of darkness began at 
74 o’clock in the morning, and must have ended at the same time in the mom- 
ing. On the 454th page, it reads, ‘‘ Thus did the three days pass away ; AND 
IT WAS IN THE MORNING, and the darkness dispersed from off the face 
of the land, and the earth did cease to tremble, and the rocks did cease to 
rend,” &c. This proves that it was morning with the Nephites, when Jesus 
expired, while it was 3 o’clock in the afternoon at Jerusalem. _/ These dates, 
incidentally given in connection with the remarkable events of the Nephite 
history, prove, beyond all controversy, the exact difference of time, owing to 
the difference of longitude of the two countries, which should subsist ; and yet 
the inspired translator, Joseph Smith, died without even noticing this remark- 
able revelation on the difference of dates. For further particulars on this sub- 
ject, our readers are referred to an article, entitled, Divinity of the Book of 
Mormon, published in No. 24 of the present volume of the Srar. 

{The civil year of the Nephites was undoubtedly of the same length as that of 
the Egyptians, namely, 365 days. The Mexican Lamanites, when America was 
first discovered, counted 365 days to the year ; and at the end of every 52 years, 
they added 13 irtercalary days. (See Lord Kingsborovgh’s Mexican Antiqui- 
ties.) The Nephite calender was probably regulated in the same way, being 
an improvement upon the Egyptian vague year, and maintaining the months 
‘and seasons in a permanent relation to each other, with but slight fluctuations. 

As the intercalary days were not added until the end of 52 years, itis very 
certain that the first 33 Nephite years after Christ were each precisely 366 days, 
équel to 12045 days, to which add the 3 days of the 34th year, and we have 
12048 days, as the age of the Savior, when crucified. This is equal to 1721 
weeks and 1 day, and also equal to 32 years and 360 days, according to our 
present method of reckoning 365} days toa year. 

We have already brought the testimony of chronologists to prove that he 
was crucified on Friday, the 6th of April. Deduct 32 of our years and 360 
days from the period of the «rucifixion, and we have April 11th for the exact 
day of his birth. Also, if we deduct 1721 weeks and 1 day from the time of the 
crucifixion, we find that the 11th day of April, or the first birth-day of Christ, 

wason Friday. If he had lived to be 33 years of age, according to our reckon- 

ing, that is, including the 8 intercalary days, (one day of which being added 

every 4 years,) the anniversary of his birth-day would have fallen on Wednes- 

‘day: “but he was crucified 5 days before this, or on the preceding Friday, 
‘which, as already observed, was on the 6th of April. 

¢ ‘Wrom theabove data, we have arrived at the certain conclusion, that our 
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WSLSH IN PATAGONIA. 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, was born on Friday after mid-day, (Jerusalem 
local time,) April 11th, which is the Troe Christmas and New’ 
Therefore, the 11th day of April next will be our TRUE CHRISTMAS AR @ 
NEW YEAR’S DAY for the True Era of our Lord 1870. Pee 

The set time that Christ, by New Revelation, organized his Latter-day Baume 
dom, was on the 6th of April, A.D. 1830, Dionysius’ Vulgar Era, which a tie 
same as the 6th of April, A.D. 1833, Trae Christian Era. This stapemdeus 
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event, so long predicted by the’ Prophets, took place 


the very day, from his crucifixion. 


ee John Parry, now President of Glamoxganshite 


Conference, is appointed President of the Welsh Distriot, in the place of Preai- 


dent Abel Evans, deceased. 


Elder Elias Morris, now President of Swansea Conference, is appoinied.:he 
preside over the Glamorganshire Conference. MLAs 


Elder John Rees is appointed to preside over the Swansea Conference, \) “© 


THE WELSH SETTLEMENT IN PATAGONIA, SOUTH 


The following are extracts from a 
report written by the Rev. Lewis 
Humphreys, one of the first settlers in 
the Welsh colony in Patagonia, ad- 
dressed to the secretary of the Welsh 
Colonising and Trading Com- 
pany, Limited :— 

On my return from the Welsb colo- 
ny, I was astonished and grieved to 
learn that many false accounts have 
been published throughout Great Brit- 
ain to our detriment. As I partici- 
pated in all the trials and successes 


~of the colony from its commencement 


(aly 26, 1865) to July 2, 1866, I 
eem it to be my rigs | to furnish a 
narrative of what took place under my 
own observation, | 
The unanimous verdict of every one 
of us is, that the climate is delightful 
and remarkably healthy. A few among 
us were landing, 
Owing partly to the fatigue of carrying 
and arranging heavy goeda, and partly 
to their frequently getting wet through, 
and allowing their saturated clothing 
to dry upon their persons ; otherwise 
no cases of sickness oecurred, whilst 
many instanees might be given ef the 
— restoration to h of inva- 
Indigestion, headache, tooth- 


“ 7 
tas 


ache, colds, and consumption, até lie 
known there, although I and ee 
others have frequently slept. 
open air night after nigh} 
depth of winter, which i #0 re 
that no evil effects felewed an ami 

ure which wonld 


of expos 


have proved fatal in any part of Gira 2 


Britain. Owing, howsyer, tome 
being compelled to subsist on .aaitem 


meat during the out, and for 
the first monthe landing, the 
majority of us saffefed more Or 
from scurvy 


prevent onr enjoyi 
the splended atuiosphere, whieh & 
us constantly hungry, was pix 


every one as the.** healthiest a mish 
breathed.” I believe that every. 


person in the cdlony ate double Whee 
sufficed him at home. | 


With such an excellent 
not surprising that the land shows 
extrem fertiie. We discay 


several of wild 
such as 
sort of potato, all, of 
took place af Live 


precisely 1800 years; ‘to 


and some of us from bole. ‘ 
Still, all these incoriveniences did 
to the utmost 
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ae, had the effect of preventing our 


settling ourselves ready for work until 
about two months after the proper 
season for sowing wheat, consequently 
all hopes of a crop the first year had 
to be abandoned. We sowed small 
quantities of Indian corn, barley, 
potatoes, pumpkins, and garden seeds 
all of which grew excellently and 
ielded a gratifying crop. It is abso- 
utely necessary to sow wheat before the 
end of the winter, in order that it may 
fructify before the period of summer 
heat, which would otherwise scorch it 
rather than ripen it. The wheat har- 
vest takes place about Christmas, so 
that the news about the crops cannot 
reach this country before the end of 
January next. We labored under the 
grave disadvantage of not possessing 
an adequate stock of implements of 
husbandry, and consequently were 
- unable to sow as much as we ought to 
have done last season. We had two 
prughs from England, and Mr. Lewis 
ones obtained an American plough at 
Patagones. We had also a few Ar- 
gentine ploughs, but they were of very 
little use. e kept two men con- 
stantly at work ploughing, and suc- 
ceeded in sowing about 60 acres with 
wheat; and when I left they were 
busily engaged preparing ground for a 
second setting of potatoes, Indian corn, 
&c. We had at that time been sup- 
plied with many thousands of young 
trees for planting, ameng which were 
4000 fruit trees. The people generally 
were in excellent spirits, ond looked 
forward to success as a certainty. 
Those among us who at first took a 
desponding view, and neglected to 
cultivate their farms, now praise the 
climate and the land, and persevere 
to workin earnest. Nothing whatever 
was wanted but a crop in its due sea- 
son, and every indication appeared to 
cnr expectations of a favorable 
rvest. The locality has shown itself 
to be highly satisfactory, and our faith 
has given place to the certainty result- 
ing from the warn of tangible 
I may be permitted to 
Observe that, as the products of the 
Chupat Veaged correspond in all other 
to those of the Rio Negro 

Valley, there is no reason to suppose 
that wheat and sheep will prove to be 
exceptions. At the Spanish settlement 
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on the N (P nes) wheat has 
been largely grown during the last 20 
years on the same ground, and the in- 
crease has been frequently as much as 
forty-fold. I learnt also that the in- 
crease of sheep at Patagones has been 
very: pleasing this year. On one 
estancia alone there are 100,000 sheep, 
being an increase of no less than 
30,000 in one year. The capital on 
that place last year was 70,000 sheep. 
Cattle are fat, and horses plenty. The 
sheep we had at New Bay were large 
and well.woolled, and no doubt they 
will have increased in the same pro- 
portion as the sheep just mentioned ; 
in fact, they were bought from the 
very fiocks referred to. Our horses 
and cattle were remarkably fine and 
fat, even in winter, when they require 
no housing or other attention, as the 
pasturage is abundant and excellent all 
the year round. At the time I left we 
had abeut 100 cattle, 60 of which were 
milch cows, two full grown bulls, and 
a number of younger ones. We had 
abont 40 horses, and each family 
possessed pigs and fowls, all of which 
were increasing rapidly. In some of 
the farmyards the fowls were suffici- 
ently abundant to recall to my mind 
the homesteads of Carmarthenshire. 
None of us chose to kill cattle for food, 
owing to the paucity of their number, 
and the pigs and fowls had not in- 
creased sufficiently for us to commence 
eating them; and, indeed, there was. 
not the slightest necessity to interfere 
with them, for the whole territory 
literally swarms with game—hares, 
guanacos, armadilloes, ducks, geese, 
partridge, and ostriches, and the river 
and bay furnish an ample supply 
fish. The hares are very large, an 
commonly weigh from 18 lbs, to 20 lbs., 
whilst the birds are very fat, and fre- 
quently find their way into the cooking 
kettle. 

It is an act of the merest justice for 
me to state, that the Government 
the Argentine republic .has acted in a. 
most liberal and praiseworthy manner 
towards the Welsh colony. Our pre- 
sident, Mr. William Davies, visited 
Buenos Ayres near the end of 1865, 
and obtained from the Government 4 
monthly. grat of $700, to be paid 
until the colony become self-sup 
ing, and supplies have been 
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furnished ever since 7 
agency of Mr. H. 
long established at Patagones, [must 
also not omit to mention tefully 
the valuable assistance afforded us by 
the native Indians. The chief of the 
tribe sent us a letter asking us for 
English saddles and rum in exchange 
for skins, &c., and I understand that a 
treaty of and commerce has sineé 
been made. Two families of Indians 
have been several wonths established 
in the colony, and to their assistance 
we owed the greater part of the 

we obtained. The 


ame 
quantities of fresh meat for s 


ieces of bread, and exchanged mares 
or herses. The colonists now possess 
about 40 dogs, and the consequence of 
both these circumstances is, that they 
have begun to tire of a superabundance 
of flesh meat. 

When I left, very few persons lived 
in the fort; the majority had built 
brick houses, and many had gone to 
live upon their own farms. 

On the 17th September, 1865, the 
Commandante of Patagones, accom- 
panied by several Argentine officials, 
and a military guard, performed the 
ceremony of formally giving us posses- 
sion of the territory, and naming eur 
first town Tre Rawson, in honor of 
Dr. William Rawson, the Minister of 
the Interior, who has manifested a 
deep and true interest in the estab- 
lishment of the colony. 


the |. 


guilty of sending the 


commander of the Triton ‘produced 
the document for inspection, whemat 
was found that a very few names ha’ 


plicity when taxed with it  Weeat 
once declined to leave the colony, sand 
the pre — us to 
pair our little schooner, presented: 
us with a cask of lime juice; leis as 
where we chose to remain. 
hardly point this 

roves the complete confidence. of ihe 

elsh settlers in the sactess ‘of them 
undertaking. In fact, 
feels that is a frecholder;'he hal 
no fear of rent day or chnureh-rate’ 
before his eyes, nor does be tak 


In March 1866, a sealer entered ceiving notice to quit. — 9 | a 
| 
CORRESPONDENCE. 
HOLLAND MISSION. | giver of all good, and we 
Rotterdam, Nov, 27, 1866. ke slackening out, énergieeim=< 
Elder Orson Pratt. all ih our power to a8 
'» Dear Brother,—Thinking a few lines | ests of the Redeemer . 
from us might not be uninteresting to | publish 


you, and the brethrem of the Europ- 
ean Mimion, wé gladly forward you 
this, to let you know how we are 
pering, and how the work of the Lord 
progrpencs in this part of the vineyard. 

6 are in the joyment of most ex- 


counter 


ellent health, whith wé evér feel 
ly thankful to’ God, the bountifal | 


titute of out “hesks.: 


CORRESPONDENCE. | 
New Bay, and two of the settiem ” 
availed themselves of the 
to migrate to the Falkland & a7 
This desertion suggested ‘to others OP ay 
memorial to the Falkland 
praying to be removed from the Wala 
sented the state of affairs; | 
despatched without the knowledges ~ 
ship n visited the colony itt’ Jane Lz 
last, to remove ‘the: > in 
greatest astonishment in’ the settee” 
ment, and inquiries were inst? oe 
ascertain who among thedi*h been = 
been appended, and the Me 
of those individuals denied their 
| a 
| 
| 
| 
the everiastmg Gospel & 
of then, who ow Tay . 
the” sf death. 
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language of the natiern, and the lack 
of means to bring our doctrines pro- 
tly before the people. Plenty of 
aie are published against us, and 
the public journals are teeming with 
all manner of lies, to prejudice the 
_ minds of the le against the truth, 
and like the Galileeans of old, we are 
everywhere evily spoken of. 

e have just had printed one thou- 
sand copies of the ‘* Voice of Warn- 
ing,” and if the people will buy, and 
read them, we hope they will render 
us much assistance, in breaking the 
thick shell of tradition which seems 
almost impenetrable over the minds of 
the inhabitants of this land. They 
have so long been the dupes of man- 
made, hireling priesthood, that they 
have lost all faith in the true and 
living God, more than pertains to lip- 
service, to be seen of men, and to an- 
swer their ends in financial affairs, 
and appear to the world to be reli- 
gious. Eight out of ten, who hear as 
preach, or with whom we converse, are 
ready to acknowledge it is true; it is 
the Bible ; bunt they have but little 
inclination to embrace it, and leave 
the old beaten paths and errors of their 
fathers, cepecially when they are made 
acquainted with our ‘‘ Mormon” name. 
They confess our doctrine is true, and 
the very same that Jesus and his 
Apostles ed, but it is too un- 
popular for this generation. If we 
would come in our own name, follow- 


ing the pride and popularity of the 
ninteenth century, we would t- 
ed on every corner, and invited into 


their stately halls, and edifices of wor- 
ship; but as we come in the name of 
Jesus of Nazareth, with the sacred 
truths of heaven, we are spurned with 
contempt from their doors. 

We find it very difficult to obtain a 
even paying for it. © wou 
willingly ogcupy th i 


sion. If we should presume to wor- 
ship our God in the open air, we 
wonld subject ourselyes. to a heavy 
fine, or continement and servitude 
religious freedom in the Netherlands ! 


This is a proud and stiffnecked 
and it ie thet God w fact 


withdrawing his Spirit from the na- 
tions of the earth, and they are fast 
hastening on to destruction. In the 
face of man-made priests, and their 
followers, we stem the cur- 
rent of prejudice and bigotry with 
everlasting truth, and ‘‘ Mormonism” 
finds its way to now and then an 
honest soul, who is ready and willi 
to receive us as the servants of 
and listen to’ the message we bear. 
President J. Weiler has just re- 
turned from a visit through the Mis- 
sion, and finds a good spirit prevail- 
ing among the brethren. e have 
succeeded in making dear and warm 
friends, who feel it an honor to ad- 
minister to our wants, and to doall 
they can to facilitate the work, and 
aid us in our labors. The brethren 
of the Priesthood are energetic and 
alive to their duties, sparing no pains. 
in sounding the Gospel trump, and. 
hunting up scattered Israel. 
are men of God, fired with the power 
of the Holy Ghost, and one with us in 
carrying out the instractions and 
are as upon the su 
of tone for the ap- 
proach of spring. A few have means 
sufficient of their own, and are anxious 
to know if they will have the opportu- 
nity of going up to Zion the coming 
We are under the neces 
sity o 
or all who and 
the are ready to bid 


feel- 


are de- 


obey Gospe 

adieu to their fatherland and 
with God’s people, so far as th 
ings are co ; but 


the low 


ing to the - 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
yathe 
ana even eee eee the prived of the happy p: One want 
words of life; but the laws are ‘so | of the means. “work 
~\80-called) Christian with unin aot the rusbing burs 
that | worship is con- | cane, or the mighty » Pro 
of youse ; and | ducing wonder and astonishment to 
we in of | the beholder; but like the gentle 
the baptiging men ‘and | rivulet, whose is onward, wend 
‘Women. etter repentance, for the re- | ing its way ger | 
, Meson of'sins, we must seck the | lands, and f its mite to 


Van Dyk is at resent busy tran: | every one bore a faithful testimony § 
work of yours, from | the truth of this work. We bag a 
the entitled, ‘*‘ The true freshing time from the Lord; theta mex 
faith," which we hope to get printed 


alse. 
May God bless you in all your la- 
bors, and all the Elders of Israel, that 
the inhabitants of the earth ma | there 
warned, and our garments be free from 
their blood, and the: honest gw be 
gathered home to Zion, which is being 
established in the tops of the mount- 
ains, in accordance with the predictions 
of God’s holy Prophets, both ancient | 1 have to give the poor many 
and modern, is our prayer in the name | word of consolati that if 
of Jesus Christ. | faithful in serving rd, and 
Remember us a to the Elders | in him, their time of deliverancs 
and all the Saints, believe us your | come, ; as 
brethren in the new erlasting™ 
covenant, 


WBILER, 

Feancis 

SCANDINAVIAN MISSION. a 
Copenhagen, Nov. 23, 1866. 


Dear Brether,—On. the 10th and | ; 
llth inst., I had the pleasure of at- | Sweden, has been rather poorot 
tending « District mecting at Aalborg, | I have therefore removed “hint tothe 
Jutland, where a large congregation of | District of the Islands im Ke ee 


Elders and Saints from Aalborg and | the winter here being ‘milder ama - 

Wendsyssel Conferences were assem- so hard upon a man of weak health” an 

bled ; good reports were given, and | 
On the second week of the present month, about 600 persons: lesb-thelesdieene = 
The number of deaths from cholera in St. Lo U.8, age Of: 


the epidemic, from about the Ist of August to the : 
was over 3,500. 


Tax Novemsrr Srowsr.—It is not so 


spaces were su to be untenanted 
fi called’ ether. * * * 
witnessed the shower—that of 1633-—which 
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1834-5-6,) and moreover, he 
corded by "1790, the- theory. which bas 
passage of the earth 2 storm, to spank... 
the world, * ‘nowadays it is be | 
witnessed, are so numerous ‘are 15,000 < i part. 
as large as our ‘earth ;:and:that, could all: 
period of 24 those visible in a.powe: 
for supposing that in the these 


